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SUBJECT: LIAISON OFFICERS IN CAIRO AND TEL AVIV 

REF: STATE 040160 

1 . I HAVE GIVEN REFTEL CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT AND WOULD LIKE 
TO POINT OUT THAT WE ALREADY HAVE FULLTIME LIAISON OFFICERS 
IN CAIRO AND TEL AVIV. 

2. EXPERIENCE INDICATES THAT WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
WE CAN REDUCE OUR LIAISON OFFICER COVERAGE IN TEL AVIV TO 

TWO DAYS A WEEK, MONDAY AND FRIDAY, WHICH CAN ALSO BE DESIGNED 
SO AS TO GIVE LIAISON OFFICERS WEEKENDS OFF. THIS IS MADE POSS- 
IBLE BY EXCELLENT COMMUNICATIONS BY VOICE AND LAND LINE AS WELL 
AS NORMAL STATE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN EMBASSY TEL AVIV AND THE SFM. 

3. I AGREE THAT WE WILL PROBABLY NEED A LIAISON OFFICER IN 
CAIRO FOR SOME TIME AND MABYE AS LONG AS YOU SUGGEST, TO 

JULY 1 . WE NOW HAVE EXCELLENT RADIO COMMUNICATIONS TO ISMAILIA 
AND LAND LINE FROM ISMAILIA TO CAIRO UTILIZING THE UNEF 
OPERATOR TO TRANSFER THE NECESSARY TELEPHONE MESSAGES. HOWEVER, 

WE FIND THAT EVERY ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT DETAIL IN EGYPT 
REQUIRES AN INORDINATE AMOUNT OF TIME AND WE WILL KEEP THE 
LIAISON OFFICER THERE PRIMARILY FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
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4. I FIND THAT NOW THAT MOST OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AND MEETINGS 
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NECESSARY TO LAUNCHING THE SFM HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, I CAN 

EASILY COVER ANY REMAINING BUSINESS BY A WEEKLY TRIP TO EACH 
CAPITAL BY MYSELF, CHRISTIAN OR SCHILL. MAINTAINING FULLTIME 
LIAISON OFFICERS IN THE TWO CAPITALS IS AN EXPENSIVE BUSINESS. 

5. WE ARE UNABLE TO VISUALIZE THE KIND OF EVALUATION THAT 
JOHNSTONE AND BUECHEL COULD PREFORM WHILE RESIDENT IN THE TWO 
CAPITALS. WE ARE ALSO UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND HOW SHORT TRIPS 

TO THIS CAMP WILL PROVIDE A BETTER EVALUATION OR INSIGHT TO 
YOU THAN THAT WHICH WE PROVIDE ALREADY. I HAVE READ JOHN- 
STONE'S REPORT FROM HIS LAST TRIP WHERE HE SPENT ABOUT 24 
HOURS AT THE BASE CAMP AND FELL THAT WE CAN DUPLICATE AND 
IMPROVE ON THAT ON A CONTINUING BASIS RATHER THAN BY HAVING 
HIM HERE FOR VISITS. ACCORDINGLY, I WOULD APPRECIATE SOME 
ELABORATION ON YOUR CONCEPT OF THE EVALUATIVE FUNCTION THAT 
YOU PROPOSE BEFORE I COULD AGREE TO THE TRAIL PERIOD YOU 
HAVE IN MIND. IN THIS CONNECTION I WOULD NOTE THAT I HAVE 
NINE OUT OF THE ELEVEN LIAISON OFFICERS PRESENTLY ASSIGNED 
WITH SEVEN ON SITE AND ONE EACH IN TEL AVIV AND CAIRO. 

THEIR DUTIES WILL MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVIDE THEM MORE THAN 
A VERY SMALL AMOUT OF LEAVE AND OFF DUTY TIME. YOU MAY WISH 
TO CONSIDER ASSIGNING JOHNSTORE AND BUECHEL TO THE SFM IN THE 
LIAISON DIVISION. I BELIEVE WE COULD USE THIER TALENTS VERY 
EFFECTIVELY. 

6. I WOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY REPLY SO THAT WE CAN THINK 
THIS OUT FURTHER BEFORE YOUR PROJECTED MARCH ARRIVAL. 

THORNE 
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